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VINDICATION 


O F 


Euſtace Budgell, Eſq; Sc. 


oc into a Publiſher's Shop to 
15 enquire what new Pieces of Dul- 
; BY neſs or Scandal the Preſs had 

be 4 diſcharged, I met with a moſt 
"_ n feurrilous Libel, intitled A Copy 

of hs Will of Dr. Tindal; with an Account of 
what 1 concerning it between Mrs. Lucy 
Price, Euſtace Budgell, Eſq; and Mr. Ni- 


cholas 


v8 


(6) 
cholas Tindall. The Intention of this Pam- 
phler is as. manifeſt as it is wicked. Mr. 
Budgell is a Perſon of ſuch Eminence and 
Capacity, and has lately ſhewn fo much 
Zeal in the Service of his Cauſe, that he 
muſt expect to be rraduced and vilified by 
the oppoſite Party. He is ſoon to be the 
Herald to lead that immortal Chieftain Dr. 
Tindal into the Field againſt the Chriſtian 
Army ; and, to encourage his Soldiers to fight 
manfully under him, he is with his inimita- 
ble Eloquence to ſer forth all his glorious 
Exploits and Victories. And if Mr. Badgell 
ſhould rake the Field himfelf in Aid of hls 
Captain, be can be his cn Herald, if his 
Modeſiy will give him Leave; but this 
eloquent Orator will found the Praiſes of his 
Hero without Effect, if he loſes his own Cre- 
dit by ſuch ſcanda lou Attacks upon his Cha- 
racter. To come to the Point: He is ac- 
cuſed of uſing indirect Means, in Concert 
with one, Mrs. Lucy Price, to procure a Legacy 
of 2 100 l. and of a Deſign to make a fraudu- 
lent Demand of 1000 J. more upon the Do- 
ctor's Eftare, I ſhall lay open the pretend- 
e Evidence and make ſome Remarks up- 
On it. 


% I is alledged, that die Doctor 1520 de- 

« clared to ſeveral Perſons that he intend- 
« ed to make his Nephew his ſole Heir, and 
to his Nephew, about five Weeks 2 | 
c«c e 
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« he died, that he had left him / but his 
« MSS. that Mr. Budgell took a Lodg- 
* ing for the Doctor near his own, and 
© that he and Mrs. Lucy Price were con- 
« ſtantly with him, and kept all others 
from bim; that the Doctor had writ to 
his Nephew, but that the Letter was ne- 
c yer Carried to the Office; that the Style 
« of the Will was different from the Do- 
„ Qtor's Style; that the Woman of the Houſe 
% and Mr. Budgell's Footman were Wit- 
„ nefles to the Will; that che Will was writ- 
te cen all in Mrs. Lucy Price's Hand, and 
* contrary to a former Will witneſſed by 
« Gentlemen who are ready to atteſt it; 
and peruſed by a Friend of the Doctor's 
about ſix Weeks before his Death; that 
„ the Will gave away more than the Doctor 
Was worth, tho' it made the Nephew 
*« refiduary Legatee; and farther, that Mrs. 
« Lucy Price declared that it was all her 
« doing (whether by perſuading the Doftor 
or making the Will, the Witneſs does not 
« ſay) and therefore that he ſhould make 
the Nephew ſome Conſideration. This 
is the Subſtance of the firit Article of Ac- 
cuſation; in anſwer to which I beg leave to 
obſerve, That the Doctor, tho' a Phz/ofopber, 
as an Engliſhman, had an undoubted Right 
to alter his Mind and Will; and therefore, 
how impertinent is it to inſiſt, That the Do- 
ctor had formerly giv en his Eſtate co Mr. 
| | Tindal? 

k 
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N RE 
Tindal* He did fo, and a little before he died, 
he gave it to Mr. Budgell: And what then? 
He thought proper ſo to do, and had very 
good Reaſons for doing it, as any one might 
have ſeen in the laſt Saturday's Bee, if a 


_ Letter had not unluckily been miſ- 
ng. | 


Ir the Doctor, Mrs. Lucy Price, and Eu- 
face Budgell, Eſq; being intimately acquaint- 
ed and in the fame Way of Thinking, and 
having, as Mr. Budgell ſays, ſpent many a plea- 
Jant Day together, liked one another's Com- 
pany, or had any private Buſineſs together, 
were they not in the right to prevent Inter- 
ruption from impertinent Intruders? 


GREAT Streſs is. laid upon the Miſcar- 
riage of a Letter to Mr. Tindal; as if a Let- 
ter never miſcarried before, or it might not 
miſcarry as eaſily at this Time as at any o- 
ther. Mr. Bud, ell's Man might forges to 
carry it to the Office; or the Cat * might run 
away with it, and ſome Body elſe might run 
away with the Cat; and was it Mr. Budgell's 
Buſineſs to run after them: N 


Bur the Style was different from the Do- 
Ger, and there was an Omiſſion in it. When 


* Mr. Budgeli's Papers have ſuffer d much by Cats: Vid. 
Free- Briten, and a Balad cailld Wallingharm and Budge!!”s 
Cat. | x | : 3 


People 


©, 

People have a Mind to quarrel, any Thing 
will ſerve for an Occaſion. Is it ſtrange 
that the Style of a dying Man ſhould be dif- 
ferent from the Style of a Man in Hea/th? 
Then, as to the Omifiom, only the Word 
Thing was omitted ; but the principal 
Thing was taken Care of, and any Body 
with half an Eye might ſee that the Teſta- 
tor intended to put in the omitted Ward, 
Man, or Woman may miſtake, but the Mean- 
ing and Intent of the Will is very clear. 


IT is argued that the Will was in Mrs. 
Price's Hand-writing. But might not the 
Doctor make Uſe of Mrs. Price's Hand as 
well as any Body's elſe? The Doctor knew 
the Lady very well and could make free 
with her. Does it follow that ſhe mad? 


the Will becauſe ſhe wrote it? If the. 
would give her ſelf that Trouble, it was a 


great Inſtance of her Condeſcenfion and 
Good-nature; or if ſhe thought Mr. Budgell 
more worthy to be the Dacior's Heir than 
Mr. Tindal, and perſuaded the Doctor to put 
Mr. Budgell into a Capacity of exerciſing his 
great Abilities and ſerving his Country, this 
ſhews a Regard to Merit and the good of 
the Publick ; but was no Injury to Mr, T1n- 
dal. She ſaid, it was ber Doing, and ſhe 
did as ſhe thought beſt: And if Mr. Budge!! 
at her Requeſt made Mr. Tindal a {mall Pre- 
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ſent, this is only an Inſtance of his Grati- 
tude and Generoſity; but it cannot from 
hence be inferred that he gave it from a 


Conſciouſneſs of his having yur te Mr. 
Tindal, 


Ay, but the Will gave to Mr. Bagel 


tore than the Dr. was worth, and yet made 
Mr. Tidal refiduary Legatee, which, they 
alledge, ſo wiſe a Man as the Dr. would not 
have done. The Conſequence is undoubted- 
ly right, but I deny the Premiſes, It does 
not appear that the Dr. was worth but 1900 l. 
I allow that no more appears as yet, but can 
any one offer to ſay, no more vill appear? 
There are other Places, I trow, in the World 
beſides the ſrong Box, and other People in 
the World befides Mr. Budgell and Mrs. 
Price: The Dr. may have intruſted others 


as well as Mr. Budgell to receive Money for 


him, and they may have forgo? it as Mr. 
Budgell did; and they may, by ſome Acci- 
dent or another, recollect themſelves as Mr. 
Budgell did; and at laſt there may be enough 


to ſatisfy every Body. I think nothing can 


be plainer. I am certain it can't be prov'd 


(what is ſuggeſted) that Mr. Budgell had any 


Deſign to make a fraudulent Claim of a 1000 l. 


upan the Drs. Eftate. It is granted, (at leaſt 
I know. nothing to the contrary, and Mr. 


Budgell has not yet contradicted 10 that Mr. 
Budgell 


1 
Budgell,in che Year 1732 didreceivea 1000 /. 
of. Mr. Snow in Bank Notes, which he paid 
to Sir. F. Child. and took his Notes payable 
to himſelf, or Order; this being granted, the 
Libel ſays farther, that Mr. Budgell denied 
that be knew any Thing of the Money. Where 


is the Inconſiſtency of all this? He did net 
know any thing of it 'till Mr. Tindal re- 


Freſhd his Memory by ſome Circumſtances 


which had eſcap'd it. When Mr. Tindal 
had comvinc'd him that the Notes were in— 
dorſed by Mr. Budgell, did Mr. Budgell de- 


ny it then? When he reminded him that Sir, 


F. Child gave Mr. Budgell Notes for the 
Money payable to Hine, or Order, did not 
Mr. Budgell honeſtly confeſs it? And did not 
he give a clear Account of the Money, vis. 
that the Doctor lent it to him, and that he 
paid it again, tho” nothing appeared to prove 
it. Nothing appearing to diſprove it, it is 
unreaſonable to queſtion Mr. Hudgell's Vera- 
city. The utmoſt that can be made of this 
mighty Buſineſs, is, that Mr. Budgell has 
a treacherous Memory; and who has a bet- 
ter Title to a ſhort Memory, or leſs Occaſi- 
on for one, than Mr. Budgell? But without 


any other Reaſons, the Thing is in it felf 


ſo highly improbable that ſcarce any Evi- 
dence can make it credible. That a Gentle- 
man and a Philoſopher; a Gentleman of fo 
clear a Reputation, and a Philoſopher of ſuch 
tound Principles of Virtue and Honour ; that 

| | B 2 £ AY 
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a Diſciple of fo Godlike a Maſter, with the 
Impreſſions of his Maſter's divine Precepts 
and Behaviour in his laſt and moſt afet:ng 
Moments fo ſtrong upon him; I fay, that 
Mr. Budgell under ſuch Circumſtances could 
be guilty of, or not confeſs, ſuch diſhonou- 
rable Practiſes, is morally impoſſible, and there- 
fore highly incredible. 


Bur there is one Circumſtance which 
ſhews that the whole Charge is plainly the 
Effect of Malice. In this Libel Mr. Budgell 
is accuſed of Vanity; and a Perſon that can 
ſay that of Mr. Budgell, may fay any Thing. 


The Words of the Pamphlet I ſhall tranſcribe 
at length. | 


«* WHATEVER the Legacy be, you are 

* not to reckon it loſt ; for you muſt know, 
your Uncle was of Opinion there will be 
e very quickly a Change in the Miniſtry, 
« and from ſomething he ſaw in Me, ima- 
« gin'd, I ſhould be, as he was pleaſed to 
« expreſs it, a GREAT MAN, and therefore 
he laid Me under the ſtrongeſt Obligati- 
ons, when ſuch a Change ſhould happen, 
« to provide for you and your Family. 
Now I appeal to Mr. Budgell's Behaviour 
and Writings, particularly to his modeft Ac- 
count of himſelf in the Bee, whether he 
could be of a Sudden fo enormouſly ſwell'd 
with Self-conceit, and break out in ſuch Tu- 
g mour's 
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mours of Vanity? And from this Inſtance the 
Publick may judge of the Probity of his Ac- 


cuſers. 


As I am willing to obviate every Appea- 
rance of Guilt, I muſt take Notice of one 
Thing that may be thought to look a little 
odly. While the Inſtrument of Agree- 
© ment between Mr. Budgell and Mr. Tin 


dal was drawing, Mr. Budgell deſired Mr. 


« Tindal to ſign a Paper, containing a Pro- 


* miſe that he would not ſay any thing that 
« ſhould reflect on his Uncle, or him, and 
an Acknowledgement of his Generofity 
« for giving Mr. Tindal more than he was 
“ oblig'd to give by the Will.” This, I 
own, looks as if there were ſome Room for 
Mr. Tindal to refle& on the Doctor, or Mr. 
Budgell; and if Mr. Budgell had not bec.; 
a very unexceptionable Perſon, I thould have 
reſolved it into a Senſe of Guilt, but in Mr. 
Budgell ſo much Caution could proceed 
from nothing but an Exceſs of Prudence. 


I think I have taken the $/:77 out of 
this poiſonous Waſp who has endeavour'd 
to hurt an innocent Bec. It may fly up and 
down, and make a great deal of Noiſe, but I 
dare inſure Mr. Budgell from any Damage 
that his Character will receive from its Ve- 
nom; tho I cannot but fay, after all, ic 
would have been more ſatis factory to Mr. 


Budgeli's 
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Budgell's Friends, if he would have conde- 
20a to diſprove the Facts, and give us 
a true Narrative of the Affair. His 
Character, to be ſure, ought to ſecure him 
from Cenſure, but the World is glad to lay 
bold of an Opportunity of aſperling Merit, 
becauſe it reproaches their Want of it. 


SINCE I have undertaken this Gentleman's 
Cauſe (who perhaps may be imploying his 
great Abilities, in the Service of his Country, 
and therein fulfilling the Intention of his ge- 
nerous Benefactor) I ſhall take Notice of 


ſome idle Suggeſtions that are privately whiſ- 


rer d about to diſcredit him, well knowing 
of what Importance Fe is to the Publick. 
Idle I call chem in Reſpect to their Weaſneſt, 
not their Intention, or Promoters. They are 
{hrewdly ſuſpected to be propagated by the A- 
gents of another certain Great Man, who is 
torc'd (as Mr. Budgell very juſtly obſerves in the 
Bee) to call in the Aſſiſtance of Fricnds and 
Enemies, and to uſe all Manner of Stratagems, 
to protect himſelf from Mr. Budgell's Re- 
ſentments, tho' all the Allies he can pro- 
cure, and all the Efforts he can make, are 


likely to avail nothing towards bis Security, 


it being the Opinion of ſome knowing Men of 
Mr. Budgell's Acquaintance, that there will 
toon be a Change in the Mimſtry, when Mr. 
Budgell's Station will be better ſuited to his 

Talents 
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Talents, and his Reward (if poſſible) anſwer- 
able to his Merit. 
Tux Artifice which his Enemies have im- 
ployed to deſtroy the Credit of Mr. Budgell, 
and endanger his Perſon, is as ungenerous as 
it is unjuſt. They have occaſioned a Report 
(and it is prefumed, that in a little Time a 
Proſecution will be commenced againſt him 
for it) that Mr. Budgell has officiated as a Po- 
piſh Prieſt, and endeavour'd to make a Con- 
vert to that Religion. Dr. Tindal having 
never profeſſed any Religion but the Romrſh, 
and it having been the known Practice of the 
Papiſts to find out Emiſſaries under all Sorts 
of Diſguiſe, they have taken Occaſion to 
ſuggeſt that Dr. Tindal and Mr. Budgell, 
while they ſeemed to promote the glorious 
Cauſe of Liberty, againſt the laviſh Dofrines 
and Duties of Chriſtianity, meant only to 
ſerve the Intereſt of the Church of Rome, and 
introduce their Religion, by writing againſt 
all, Nay, they go ſo far as to aſſert (wich- 
out the leaſt Appearance of Evidence, or 
Pretence to it) that Mr. Budgell made ſeve- 
ral Attempts to bring over a certain /0s 
Lady of his and the Doctor's, Acquaintznce 
to bis Perſuaſion, and gave Dr. Tinda! Ab- 
ſolution ; which the Enemics ſay, was the 
true Reaſon of the Doctor's great Compolure 
and Courage in his /aſt Moments. This is 
really a moſt ſhocking Charge, and it tuch 

a : | Liberty 
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Liberties are taken with Mens Characters, no 
one can be ſecure from Scandal; but Mr. Bad- 
gell's firm Attachment to the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt is ſo well known, that none but the moſt 
prejudiced Perſons can believe fo romantick 
a Story; a Story much like the Suggeſtion 
of Mr. BudgelPs having a Commiſſion from 
the Pope, the better to ſhew the Plenitude 
of the papal Power in ſuch Points, to cans- | 
nize Dr. Tindal, only becauſe he had done 
Juſtice to the Virtues and Abilities of his 
great Maſter and Friend. If in drawing his 
Picture he has a little favorur'd him, and 
given us, as they ſay, a good Likeneſs of him, 


it is a Piece of Flattery that is practiſed by 


all good Painters, and Mr. Budget! had the 
ſtrongeſt Temptation to Practice it in this 
Inſtance. 


As it is uſual for Malice to fruſtrate its 
__ own Purpoſes by [nconf/tencies, I heard it 
ſuggeſted (with an Intention to render Mr. 
Bidęell ridiculous to his Enemies, and ſuſ- 
pected by his Friends) that he had Thoughts 
of taking Orders in the Church of England, 
and that he had actually applyed for the 
Place of Ordinary of Newgate; nay one of 
our weekly Papers has already in ſinuated, un- 
5 a Pretence of complimenting his Talents 
3 an Author, that he has for ſome Time 
Sri up the ons Speeches, It muſt be 
own d, 
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own'd, that the Place, with the intended 
Augmentation of the Salary, and a good 
Houſe, will be a pretty /2vg Thing; bur 
it is the higheſt Impudence to imagine that 
a Perſon ſo deeply engaged in a good Cauſe, 
ſo capable of ſerving it, and fo eminent for 
his jJucce/5full Labours in it, thould for ſuch a 
trifle, apoſtatize from his publickly avowed 
Principles, and undo at once what has becn 


the greateſt Bulineſs of his Life. 


I am quite tired with repeating ſuch 
Stuff as People are not aſhamed to report of 
this great and excellent Man. But the greateſt 
Men have always the moſt Enemies, and 
Envy accompanies Merit, asthe Shadow does 
its Subſtance. Dr. Suit has lately publiſh'd 
a ſerious. Propoſal for erecting an Hoſpital for 
Incurables, where he obſerves that a prime 
Miniſter qualifies abundance of Perſons by 
making them Incurably Envious and Ma-- 
licious. And if Eminence and Fame fo na- 
turally produce Envy, I know no Body that 
can qualify more Perſons for the Dean's 
Hoſpital than Mr. Budgell; or any Body 
that is better qualified to be Governour of ic. 
But not to forget my Story, which indeed 1s 
hardly worth mentioning, and I mention it 
only to thew how /ow they will deſcend, who 
are determined to leſſen a Character which 
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they have not a Capatity to equal, nor Ge- 


neroſity enoagh to admire. | 
Mr. Budgell, all the World knows, has a 
ſtrong Imagination and a bold Style, ex- 
treamly well adapted to ſublime Subjects, 
but ſome, for Want of Taſte, and others out 


of abundant Envy and Malice, would attempt 


to burleſque his Manner, They ſay, it bor- 
ders upon the Marvellous; and they give out 


that Mr. Budgell has a Deſign to write the 


Life and Actions, and draw the Character, 

of JACK the GIANT KILLER, with ſome 
other renowned Champions, to whom Hi- 
ſtory has not as yet done Juſtice, But Mr. 
Budgell, as I am well informed, is imploy- 
ing his Pen upon a Subject more worthy of 
it, his wn Life; in which there will be Je 
cus ad agendum ampliſſimus, a large Field for 


the Diſplay of his Genius, and a great Va- 


riety ofremarkable, diverting, and inſtruQtive 
Circumitances, It has not been fo cuſtom- 
ary for great Men, to write their own 


Lives, but Mr. Budget! has two Reaſons for 


it; one is, that there are ſeveral Parts of 
his Life which na Body is ſufficiently 
acquainted with but h1mpelf ;. the other is, 
to prevent Flattery, which he has ſo great 


an Averſion to, that he will not ſuffer any 
Body to compliment his Memory, any more 


than he would endure any Thing of that 


Kind whilſt Hir g. For theſe Reaſons he 


intends 


wy ) 

intends to give th ld a hare Narrative 
of Facts, without any Embelliſhments ; 
conceal the Orator, that he may ſhew 
the faithful Hiſtorian, and the modeſt Man. 
To his Hiſtory will be annext a Confeſſion 
, his Faith, which will be very curious. 
I muſt own, for my ſelf, I ſhall be very 
deſirous of ſeeing it, and the: more ſo, be- 
cauſe he differs, it ſeems, in ſome Points 


from his great Maſter, Dr. Tindal. 


Tur Dr, in Reſpect to his Opinion of 
Revelation, was (as Mr. Budgeil informs us) 
an odd Mig, but I preſume Revelation is 
not the Point wherein theſe two great Men 
differ d. Mr. Budgell makes a difference be- 
tween the Faith of an o Whig and a mo- 
dern Whig ; but whether the o/d Creed or 
the net one be the ſhorteſt, or in what 
Articles they differ, he has not ld us, but 
I think in Juſtice to the dt Whigs, he 
ought to have done it; becauſe they have 
hitherto ſuffered under the Imputation of he- 
lieving Chriſtianity. 


THAT what] have offer'd in behalf of Mr. 
Budgell, may have its full Weight, I have 
concealed my Name. Mr. Budgell being up- 
on the Point of Advancement togreat Dignity 
and Power, his Fnemies might ſuggeſt that! 
wanted to do my ſelf publick Honour, and re- 
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ſiderable Place; which would leſſen my own 
Merit, and hinder the Effect of my De- 
fence of him. Now; every Argument will 
meet with the Regard which is due to a 
Aiſintereſted Advocate; and as the Vindica- 
tion bf i, , Innocence is my Motive, I 
defire no other Reword than the C onſciouf- 
nels of a good Intention. * | 


* . 70 e tfement. 


ge puabblhed Jail Saturday in a weekly Paper called 
with an Intent to aH the Gentleman, this 1: 
te, Mir che Publick, that the only genuine Defenge that ever 
has been, or ever will be, pr 'nted. 18 uk ſhed © y Mr. Coofer 


Va po there wes a Counterfeit Defence of Mr. Bad 
1 
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